Sabbath Mode

There are over 6,000,000 Jews in the United States, of which an estimated 500,000 practice kosher.  As such there are many times when holiday laws “Halacha meaning Jewish law” are followed.  
Two time periods are especially important for observant Jewish people to not cook food in the regular manner.  These times include the Sabbath and Holidays. 
· The Sabbath runs every weekend from dusk on Friday to dusk on Saturday.  They can not work during this time.  Cooking is considered work. So food is prepared ahead and warmed during the Sabbath. 
· During Holidays, one may actually cook food to be used during the Holiday, but one cannot start a fire or turn a fire off. Holidays run for several days, depending on how they are close to  a weekend. Temperatures can be changed as long as no activity is directly causing another activity. (Ie: Oven temperatures can be changed, but the oven temperatures can not change right away. We add a random time related to the clock to change the oven temperature.)
Appliances must be:

· Eliminating tones or timer beeps. 

· Not displaying icons. 

· Permitting temperature adjustments on holidays without displays or beeps. 

Observant Jews are thus prohibited from turning on or off the oven, or taking an action that causes the oven control display to change during the Sabbath or religious holidays.

Strict rules of the oven use include:

1. The oven temperature can NOT be initiated, adjusted or turned off on the Sabbath OR the Holidays. 
2. On the Sabbath, in lieu of a "blech", the oven controls must be covered. 
3. On the Sabbath, the oven door can only be opened once, all the food removed and then closed. On the Holidays, the oven door can be opened/closed at any time as often as desired. 
4. On the holidays, the temperature can be adjusted (but not initiated or turned off) at any time following the instructions in the owner’s manual. Timed bake is also available in the Sabbath mode but can only be initiated before the Sabbath/Holiday. Once timed bake goes off, the oven cannot be used again for that Sabbath/Holiday.
For use of a Gas and Electric Cooktops;
1. On the Sabbath, a flame can neither be initiated, adjusted nor turned off. 
2. On the Sabbath, a "blech" must be used to cover the flame in addition to covering the controls. 
3. Cabinets holding gas cooktops should be vented properly. This should minimize the possibility of the flame blowing out under the "blech" when drawers are closed. Even then, drawers and doors should be moved slowly near the "blech". 
4. On Yom Tov, an existing flame may be raised or lowered for cooking requirements. However, a flame cannot be initiated or turned completely off on Yom Tov. 
